LESSON OF DHAMI

"The Congress cannot give up its duty of guiding the States^
people in the hour of their need. Time was when the Con-
gress was guiding and protecting the rights of the States
as against the Paramount Power. If the Congress friend-
ship was desired and welcomed by the States in need, it hardly
becomes them to demur at their people seeking Congress
advice^ guidance and protection."

We have not heard the last of Dhami. The truth is
not yet out. The necessarily one-sided version of the
Political Agent has been challenged by the Himalayan
States3 Praja. MandaL Their statement shows how absolute-
ly necessary it is to have an open judicial inquiry into the
events that led to firing by the Rana of Dhami.

Some members of the Himalaya! Mandal came to see
me during my brief stay in Delhi. Dbami had made me
think furiously. Was nothing possible to prevent such
tragedies ? I had much to say about it to the deputation,
but I felt it would be wrong on my part to shoulder the
burden of guiding the Himalayan States9 Praja Mandal.
The responsibility was great. The issues at stake were
equally great. I, therefore, felt that the matter should be
handled not by me, but by the Standing Committee of the
All-India States^ People Conference. The question of the
States is daily assuming bigger and bigger proportions. The
ruling Chiefs are becoming free "with their rifles. They feel
that they are safe so far as the Paramount Power is concerned^
The Congress has not much prestige -with them. Many
of them are now evolving measures to crush the growing
spirit of their people and make it impossible, if they can,
fot the Congress to give effective guidance to them, let
alone to interfeie. Nevertheless, the Congress has a duty
to perfoinx. I do not exactly know the constitution of
the Conference, but I presume that in soxne shape or other
it is comected with the Congress. Anyway, it is the